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FOREWORD

The climate exerts influence on all spheres of human life and practical activity. It defines
directions of main sectors of economy. That’s why, climatic and agro-climatic resources of
Georgia (due to land scarcity) are of essential importance for the country. Their rational ap-
plication is especially perspective in agriculture, construction, energy, transport, resort-rec-
reation, health, tourism development, etc. Referring to this, a fundamental study of climatic
and agro-climatic resources of Georgia is one of the most pressing problems for the country.

Complex Atlas of climatic and agro-climatic resources of Georgia has been elaborated for
the first time. Its publishing as of a fundamental work will be of crucial importance. Results
of perennial researches of Georgian scientists involved in this sphere are generalized in the
work.

The atlas consists of two parts. First part presents maps of general climate, factors of cli-
mate formation on the territory of Georgia, main elements of climate, atmospheric phenom-
ena, distribution of resort resources and possible climate change, also as well as hazardous
meteorological phenomena.

The second part represents agro-climatic resources that enable agronomists to rationally
dislocate agricultural crops, also forecast their high productivity. Majority of agro-climatic
maps are designated for zoning of separate crops according to districts — cereals, vine, tea,
citrus, subtropical crops etc. Phenological maps of agricultural crops shall also be taken into
consideration. They are decisive in proper implementation of agro-technical measures, etc.

Wide spectrum of climatic and agro-climatic resources has been reflected for the first time
in the Atlas, including mountainous and highland districts. This will give an opportunity to
the businessmen, farmers and motivated people to optimize their activities and more effec-
tively use the land resources they dispose.

Archive materials of the Department of Hydrometeorology at the National Environmental
Agency and Institute of Hydrometeorology at the Georgian Technical University were used
while developing the maps.

The Atlas represents scientific work and is designated for the specialists engaged in agri-
culture, industry, energy, forestry, construction, transport, health, resort and other sectors, also
for wide society interested in climatic, bioclimatic and agro-climatic resources of Georgia.

The Atlas is performed by the Institute of Hydrometeorology at the Georgian Technical
University. The implementation of its climatic part was led by the Doctor of Science in Ge-
ography, Professor E.Elizbarashvili, and while of its agro-climatic part - by the Doctor of
Science in Agriculture, Professor G.Meladze.
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